mentioned and other controversial issues at best receive one-liners. As an example, 'Acute Renal Failure' is covered in two chapters spanning only thirteen pages, the technique of 'Peritoneal Dialysis' is not described in any detail and 'Continuous Arterio-venous Haemofiltration' receives only sketchy coverage. In fairness, however, the book does include many fine chapters, comprehensive lists and excellent tables, graphs and illustrations.
The final section of the text examines various societal aspects of Intensive Care medicine such as judicial involvement, legal decisions and the avoidance of legal problems. Prediction of outcome, resource utilisation and cost benefit are dealt with thoroughly. An excellent chapter on interpretation of medical literature is included.
This book is unlikely to find a place in many private collections, although major medical libraries will undoubtedly justify the expenditure.
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